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of permit holders in 2016 
were women
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n SHALL ISSUE

n MAY ISSUE

n CONSTITUTIONAL CARRY

State issues permit if 
person meets background 
requirements

State can choose to NOT 
issue permit even if person 
meets requirements

No permit required to 
conceal carry if firearm is 
purchased legally

SH A L L  I S SUE M AY I S SUE

OPEN C A RR Y -  W I T H PERMI TOPEN C A RR Y -  NO PERMI T

CONS T I T U T I ON A L C A RR Y

NO OPEN C A RR Y

https://crimeresearch.org/2017/07/new-study-16-3-million-concealed-handgun-permits-last-year-saw-largest-increase-ever-number-permits/

https://www.nraila.org/

https://www.concealedcarry.com/america-gun-maps-law-politics-permit/

http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/states-that-have-stand-your-ground-laws.html

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/06/22/key-takeaways-on-americans-views-of-guns-and-gun-ownership/?utm_content=buffer80990&utm_medium=social&utm_
source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

Most states allow open carry or open carry with a permit.*
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Many states allow for open carry and concealed carry, but many have  
stipulations where these modes of carry are legal.*

concealed carry  
permit-holders
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n IF ASKED

n NO DUTY

n REQUIRED TO NOTIFY

n VARIES BY CITY/COUNTY

Your rights to notify law enforcement of a permit  
or gun in a traffic stop varies by state.*
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OPEN CARRY CONCEALED CARRY

A primary distinction among state concealed carry stances lies  
in how permits are issued. Most states fall under “may issue” or “shall issue,”  

but more states are forgoing the process altogether.*

SP R I NGF I EL D - A RMOR Y.COM

*State laws change frequently. Consult YOUR particular state’s laws before buying or transporting a firearm, or attempting to open or 
concealed carry a firearm. The information in this infographic is for general information purposes only and should not be relied upon as 

legal advice. Data is accurate as of July 2017.

Reference your state’s laws for the most up-to-date information.

2 IN 3
gun owners say 

protection is their main 
reason for owning a gun

Reference NRAILA.org and your state’s laws for the most up-to-date information.

Reference your state’s laws for the most up-to-date information.
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